established teerthas and ashramas many of which can be
seen even to this day.
The temple itself was constructed in the dim distant
past. The Pallavas have carved exquiste figures of Nataraja,
Bhikshatana, Alinganamurthy and several other gods and
goddesses in the adjacent hill. The Thondamans, the Cholas,
the Pandyas and the Vijayanagar kings have made many
valuable additions to temple. The idols of Dhakshina-
murthy, Gnanaprasunamba, Panchamukeshwara,
Sahasralinga and Kannappa merit special mention. It is
said that each of the labourers who constructed the temple
got a piece of gold, based on their turnover, at the close of
the day in the river bed.
Sage Vedavyasa, Adi Sankart*, nayanmars like Appar,
Sundarar, Sambundar and Manikyavachakar, Srinatha,
Durjati, Narkerar and several others have composed
beautiful songs and poems in praise of this kshetra and
Lord.
Adi Sankara was highly impressed with the harmony
that existed among the various groups who worshipped
Ganapathy, Subramanya, Siva, Parvati, Vishnu and the Sun
God, and this observation appears to be the basis for his
Shanmatha Sthapana (establishment of the unity of the six
religions which prevailed then). The kshetra covers a vast
area with a radius of thirty miles around the main shrine.
Besides various shrines for Sankara, there are numerous
temples dedicated to several other Gods like Varadaraja,
Dharmaraja, Veerabhadra, Durga, Ganga. Every street has
a Ramamandir where people congregate and perform
Bhajans.
Every day is a festival day and among the festivals
Navarathri and Dhanurmasa are significant. The most
important festival is the Brahmotsava conducted in
Maghamasa (February- March) which attracts thousands of
pilgrims from far and near. Bhakta Kannappa occupies the